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In the 1990s, violent conflict between the Nuers and the Dinkas, both African tribes in the South of Sudan, included rape, murder, the burning of homes and the abduction of children. This conflict ended through the Wunlit People-to-People Peace Conference, organised in 1999 by the New Sudan Council of Churches, with support of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army. This year marks a decade of these two groups living in peace. Twelve elements of reconciliation are identified in the process and are interpreted within a larger framework that includes concepts of mimetic structures of violence and mimetic structures of blessing. The theoretical work of René Girard, specifically around mimetic desire and scapegoat/sacrificial mechanisms, is used to generate significant insights around the reconciliation conference, which began and ended with the slaughter of a white bull.
