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Background On the evening of 1 May 1993 gunmen armed with automatic rifles and hand grenades tear-gassed and shot at patrons of the Highgate Hotel in East London, Eastern Cape. Five people were killed and seven injured, three of whom remain permanently disabled. Nobody has ever claimed responsibility for this attack, and nobody has ever been convicted. At the time, authorities assumed that the armed wing of the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), the Azanian People’s Liberation Army (APLA) was responsible. However, 13 years later, one of the survivors, Neville Beling, discovered during a mediation with an APLA Commander that this was not the case. This discovery led him on a journey that included convening a meeting of the other survivors, being involved in arranging the first ever memorial of the massacre, petitioning the National Prosecuting Authority to reopen the investigation and eventually deciding to join the PAC – the same political party whom he had held responsible for his terrible and life-threatening injuries at the Highgate Hotel. This journey has become the subject of a book which is due for publication during 2009. Focus of the Presentation This presentation will give an account of the background to Neville’s decision to write a book, the relationship he developed with Gillian Rennie as co-author and the role the writing of the book has played in enabling an understanding of the trauma Neville and others affected by the Highgate Massacre experienced. It will also explore the journey of reconciliation that culminated in Neville and other survivors’ decision to join the political party they had assumed was responsible for their suffering.
