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Our presentation will explore the history and methodologies of the Mississippi Truth Project, a statewide effort to create a truth and reconciliation commission that will bring to light racially motivated crimes committed in Mississippi between 1945 and 1975.

Begun as a grassroots effort in the spring of 2008, the MTP has brought together individuals and organizations from across the state to tell the truth about the past in order to shape an inclusive and equitable future.

Five regional groups are working with a statewide steering committee to craft the mandate for the commission, as well as engage in local efforts to collect oral histories. The MTP expects to seat a commission by the end of summer 2010. Once established, the commission will explore the institutional structures of racism as well as examine crimes against the body, crimes against property, the collusion of public officials and conspiracies of silence that for the past 60 years have divided Mississippians. 

The MTP has learned from other global efforts and is unique in several ways, based on those lessons.  The MTP is challenging the prevailing notion that truth commissions have to have official sanction.  Greensboro, North Carolina’s effort set that precedent.  But this effort is different from Greensboro in that we are building in organizing at the front end in order to ensure effective follow-up to the commission; we're intergenerational in all aspects, and we will consider the treatment of women (involuntary sterility, etc.), which has too often been left out of global efforts. 

