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This study examines the role of the Christian churches in the search for truth, justice, and reconciliation in Guatemala, El Salvador, Chile, and Argentina. It examines the churches’ responses to the goals, findings, and recommendations of these country’s four respective truth commissions. It sketches a number of distinct religiously-based ways of relating justice and reconciliation: (1) one prefers reconciliation over justice, (2) an alternative prefers justice over reconciliation, and (3) a third position strives to join justice and reconciliation through truth. The experience of the four Latin American societies examined here suggest that it is unhelpful to promote reconciliation without first attending to the truth of what happened between parties that are supposed to reconcile; ignoring the truth makes impossible both reconciliation and justice in any but the most thin senses of the terms. The true path to lasting peace is one based on authentic reconciliation, an ideal toward which deeply conflicted societies can move if they have the requisite imagination, generosity of heart, and largeness of vision, but also the organizational and material resources needed for the job. True reconciliation also depends on appropriate assistance from the churches as an essential component of civil society. Even though these struggle societies may never reach the deepest form of reconciliation envisioned by religious traditions, struggling societies can move to more and more significant forms of reconciliation only to the extent to which their members and their institutions undertake a serious commitment to truth and justice as well as to peace. The lessons learned from Latin America provide helpful insights for societies struggling today to move toward a lasting peace based on justice.
