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When the killing stopped, the genocide had not ended.  

Its consequences drenched blood soaked soil, screamed out in the cold sweat of nightmares, peered through prison bars, paced grassy Gacaca  courts, and was caught in the passing glance of uneasy neighbors. Genocide in Rwanda began early and finished late.  The scars of its painful healing are still open, still weeping. 

Stephen Smith will explore the weave of trauma, history, memory, witness, justice, truth, forgiveness, reconciliation, and trust. He will explain the interdependency of these many strands of public and private reckoning.  He will show that there is no easy way, or precedent, or any certain prognosis of the future, and that social normalcy is not to be expected after such devastating destruction.   He will show that national efforts have been appropriately bold and individual efforts brave and necessary, and that both have made a startling contribution to post genocide readjustment.  He will underscore that we are still too close to know what the real long term effects of genocide will be for individuals, families and society more broadly.  
This is a survey of the post-genocide landscape, which will show there is hope and fear, friendship and mistrust, momentum and paralysis, memory and forgetting, trauma and healing, all bound up together.  
Stephen will describe some of the projects he has directed as a founder of Aegis Trust, including the Kigali Memorial Center and the National Genocide Commemoration.  He will also describe the forthcoming Rwanda Testimony project of the Los Angeles based USC Shoah Foundation Institute, of which he is Executive Director.  

