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The session will consist of a multi-media presentation of the Trojan Horse Massacre, affecting the Athlone and Crossroads communities on 15 and 16 October 1985, when five youths were shot and killed by the security forces. The book If trees could speak published by the HRMC in 2007, presents the history as a two pronged massacre, effecting both Athlone and Crossroads communities, challenging formal representation of local history. The Trojan Horse Massacre was known as having only affected the Athlone community. It was the focus of an historical trial to prosecute the 13 security force members for murder, the trail of youths arrested in Athlone for public violence, a special TRC hearing in 1996 and three memorials unveiled in 1995, 2000 and 2005. The challenge to incorporate the Crossroads story into mainstream discourse and building a bridge between the two racially divided communities, one coloured and the other black, fourteen years after apartheid, will be discussed. The presentation will also cover the process of creating a Community Memorial in Crossroads and continuous educational work aimed at bridging the gap between these two communities that share a common history. 
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