Forgiveness and reparation in Chile: The role of social identity and emotional intergroup antecedents.
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Almost twenty years after the recovery of democracy, Chile is still dealing with the legacy of the political violence it experienced from the late 1960’s through the end of dictatorship in 1990.The present study reports a survey, which focuses on forgiveness and reparation as two major manifestations of the Chilean political reconciliation processes initiated after the recovery of democracy in 1990. Beyond the conceptual differences between forgiveness and reparation, this study analyzes the differential relationships they have with important cognitive (victimization, demand for outgroup remorse, and demand for truth), emotional (anger, collective guilt, and shame) and identity (national and political) factors involved in the reconciliation process. Respondents were university students who identified with one of the two major political groups originally involved in the conflict (N right-wing = 225 and N left-wing = 264). All of them were politically socialized in democracy. Overall, the results confirmed that the right-wing group differed from the left-wing group in many respects regarding the cognitive, emotional and identity factors associated with reparation and forgiveness. In addition, it was supported the meditational role that intergroup emotions play in mediating the relationship between social identities and intergroup forgiveness and reparation.  This pattern of relationships was in turn moderated by the role those groups played in the conflict, supporting the central idea of considering social identities when understanding these processes. Theoretical as well as practical implications are addressed.

