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This paper examines a set of 100 narratives collected as part of the Apartheid Archive Project. The narratives recount a group of research respondents’ experiences of everyday racism during the Apartheid period. Based on a qualitative analysis of this corpus of narratives, the paper endeavours to engage with a relatively neglected area in social scientific research in South Africa, namely the micro-ecologies and interpersonal politics of life in Apartheid-era South Africa. Importantly, however, the paper endeavours to go beyond simply surfacing the features of these ecologies and interpersonal politics (however important these may be in arriving at a more comprehensive understanding of the diverse ways in which Apartheid-era racism fashioned the daily functioning of South Africans), by also exploring the ways in which South Africans, as reflected in the narratives analysed, in their everyday lives during the Apartheid period, attempted to subvert, destabilise and resist the (il)logic of apartheid racism. Thus, the paper sets for itself the objective of also examining issues of agency and transformative potential as reflected in the narratives analysed. The paper and the analysis on which it is based engage extensively with recent writings on what is referred to as ‘everyday racism’. 
