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In 1970, many of its former parishioners having been moved out of the City of Cape Town under the Group Areas Act, the Anglican church of St John the Evangelist in Waterkant Street was closed by the Diocese and the property sold. A number of St John’s parishioners moved to St George’s Cathedral. This paper presents an analysis of interviews, conducted both individually and in focus groups with former St John’s parishioners. Not surprisingly, in the individual interviews details and concerns emerge in addition to those in the story of the event co-narrated by the group.
In this paper I use Deborah Tannen’s (2008) classification of three narrative types as the organising base for my analysis. All the stories are told against the background of a ‘Master Narrative’ – the policy of forced removals under the Group Areas Act and its impact on people’s lives. The stories that I analyse represent both Tannen’s ‘big-N Narratives’, themes which cluster around the focal event, in this case the closure of the church and the relocation of the parishioners, and ‘small-n Narratives’, the personal and individual memories that elaborate the telling. The analysis focuses on ways in which the stories are told: how they relate to the Maser Narrative; what thematic and structural elements are common to the telling of the big-N Narratives; and how the evaluative devices which characterise the small-n Narratives highlight the things of each speaker’s concern.

