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The following paper will discuss the specific strains of the parent-child-relationship in migrant families with traumatic background on the basis of a long-term psycho-analysis with a Bosnian refugee, Mrs. T., a 38-year-old mother. 
Many refugees suffer from severe psychic and somatic disorders as e.g. PTSD or other serious psycho-social after-effects of their traumatic experiences. As a corollary the often concealed and split off traumatic experiences will have a huge impact on all aspects of life, but will especially hamper the communication between refugees and their children.  Striving for the opposite but due to their own suffering and often destroyed inner psychic world refugees often are (partly) not capable of being good enough parents for their children, instead the children serve as container for the traumatized, fragmented self of their parents, such incorporating their traumatic past. This will have serious impact on their further psycho-sexual development. The trauma-related regressive neediness of a parent often leads to pseudo-progressive development of children. Other children, in identification with their parent’s traumatic experiences, will on the contrary show a restricted and deferred development.
The trans-generational transmitted trauma will remain in the child as an interfering not understood introject, which will be experienced as part of the child’s self and will at the same time function as a strong connection between parents and children.  The trans-generational borders as well as the differentiation between past and presence will be severely hampered in both parents and children.
