Experiences of persons with a refugee background of the May 2008 xenophobic violence in South Africa: Results of an interpretive-phenomenological analysis.
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The proposed presentation examines the experiences of persons with a refugee background living in South Africa during the xenophobic violence of 2008. With the assistance of key community and non-governmental organizations who provide services to the community of displaced persons and refugees, we recruited a sample of 13 foreign nationals who had fled their home countries and were residing in South Africa. A series of qualitative interviews were conducted with participants with a view to: (1) documenting their experiences before, during, and after the outbreak of xenophobic violence that occurred in South African cities in May 2008; and (2) determining the extent to which their psychosocial needs following the violent events were being met by government agencies and NGO’s tasked with addressing them. The interviews were transcribed and analysed with the assistance of Atlas.ti, a text management computer package used in the analysis of qualitative data. Themes were categorized into external, internal, and reflexive discourses and the data were then explicated using interpretive phenomenology. We report on the social, psychological, and interactional experiences of the sample and identify recommendations for governmental and non-governmental agencies in providing services to persons with refugee backgrounds living in South Africa. 
