Justice from the Victim’s Perspective
Judith Lewis Herman

Harvard Medical School

Harvard University

Cambridge

Massachusetts

USA

In the course of their recovery, victims of violent crimes confront the most basic questions about the meaning of justice: How can the truth be made known?  How should offenders be held accountable?  What is appropriate punishment?  How could the harm be repaired?  How can victims and offenders go on living in the same community?  Is reconciliation possible?  For victims of tyrannical political regimes, as well as victims of sexual and domestic violence, such questions are particularly complicated, because the crimes are often so widespread and so often socially condoned.  The standard procedures of criminal law are poorly designed to provide a remedy for these crimes.  However, the procedures of restorative justice also fall short, because the emphasis on reconciliation places an undue burden on victims and creates pressure for premature forgiveness, even in the absence of apology or restitution.  This presentation, based primarily on the testimony of victims and victim advocates, will focus on the question of what justice might look like if victims were the protagonists, rather than peripheral actors, in the dialectic of criminal law.   
