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It is common for scholars of post-conflict social reconstruction and reconciliation to speak of “reconciliation”.  Yet reconciliation, as a concept, remains vastly undefined.  In this paper, I argue that reconciliation falls within a process of societal acknowledgement.  Further, I argue that reconciliation is effectively social cohesion and, as such, provides a means by which societies can begin to heal in the years and decades following conflict.


Post-colonial Uganda provides an interesting case within which to explore this type of social repair.  The population of the country was subjected to a series of horrifying human rights atrocities at the hands of brutal leaders including Milton Obote, Idi Amin, and others during the period immediately following Uganda’s declaration of independence and for much of the next twenty-five years.  In 1986, Yoweri Museveni was elected president, and called a halt to these vicious crimes.  Among his efforts in this regard was the establishment of a truth commission, The Commission of Inquiry into Violations of Human Rights, which operated from 1986 to 1994.  However, the commission was beset by many and significant obstacles, including an extreme shortage of funding, and a paucity of political will.  In the end, the social and political outcome of the Ugandan truth commission was negligible.


Building on an existing study of acknowledgement and the Ugandan truth commission, this chapter looks instead at the possibility of using traditional practices instead of an externally-imposed body like the truth commission to affect a process of societal reconciliation and acknowledgement.  Ugandan society is rich with traditional practices, symbols, rites and ceremonies, many of which are explored below, and all of which could prove useful in restoring and rebuilding society.  The possibilities associated with the use of such informal traditional mechanisms of acknowledgement are varied, but promising.  So, too, are the number of impediments associated with the potential use of traditional mechanisms.
