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In Germany, the federal Parliament passed a law in 2002 (ZRBG) which regulates pension payments to forced labourers during the Nazi regime. Globally, about 70,000 survivors filed claims totalling 2.4 billion Euros. German pension insurers have refused about 95% of these claims as lacking documentation and/or credibility. A large number of these are now before the social administrative courts (Sozialgerichte). In these proceedings, it must be determined whether the claimant was “voluntarily” and “with remuneration” “employed” in a ghetto. This puts the administrative courts in a difficult evidentiary position trying to adjudicate 60 year old facts. Historical expert reports are frequently impossible for individual cases. The courts have therefore resorted to psychological expert evidence to evaluate the credibility of the claimants. Standard psychological criteria for the evaluation of witness testimony are not appropriate for this particular group of very senior and typically massively traumatized claimants. My paper reflects on my experience as a psychological expert in these proceedings and shows that the very application of standard credibility criteria results in the rejection of claims. The extreme traumatization through the holocaust and the old age of the claimants require new criteria and approaches for credibility evaluation. The development of appropriate criteria requires the consideration of recent interdisciplinary research on memory and memory function as well as research on traumatization of holocaust survivors.
