Justice for Victims after the TRC: Silencing the Voices of Survivors?
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The TRC provided strong symbolic recognition of the rights of victims and ensured procedural fairness for their participation.  There were also serious attempts to compensate for the inherent injustice of the amnesty provision through attempts to uncover the truth and provide reparations.  These justice compromises were reached through lengthy negotiations with stakeholders where survivors were also given a serious platform to explain their needs and voice their concerns.  In its various initiatives to address the unfinished business of the TRC, the state has marginalised the voices of victims at both a policy and individual level.  .  This paper will unpack the processes which have been put in place to follow-up on the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The focus will be on those processes which affect victims directly (reparations, exhumations, prosecutions and pardons) and how the rights of victims and their voices have been sidelined by the state in such processes. Given the benchmark provided by the TRC for victim inclusion in policy and process, this paper will try to assess the reasons for this reversal and the implications for the democracy and reconciliation in South Africa.
