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In post-conflict cultures, contradictory desires and fears concerning unresolved questions of justice shape the process of 'coming to terms with the past'.  This paper investigates how desires for justice, and fears of continuing injustice, relate to the inner world of the psyche, and how these internal dynamics are articulated to the politics of peace in Northern Ireland.  It explores the value of concepts from the object-relations psychoanalysis (Greenberg and Mitchell 1983; Rustin 1991; Garland 2002) in understanding the difficulties of  reconciliation after political violence.  The primary focus is the Kleinian concept of 'psychic reparation' in response to damaging divisions, legacies of violence, within the inner world; its relation to the remaking of social relations with external others; and 'reparative remembering', a mode of memory predicated on social recognition of the other and a willingness to reassess deeply-rooted, often antagonistic cultural memories (Klein 1937, 1948; Segal 1973; Dawson 2007).

The paper develops a case study of one grass-roots victims organisation that uses the language of justice in campaigning for the victims of 'terrorist violence' during the Troubles: West Tyrone Voice.  It examines the group's articulation of a 'desire for justice' and its bearing on what members say and write about truth and reconciliation. Sources include interviews recorded in 2000 and 2009, and WTV's written submissions to the Eames/Bradley Consultation Group on the Past established by the British Government in 2007 'to seek a consensus across Northern Ireland on the best way to deal with the legacy of the past', whose Report in February 2009 has proved so controversial.   

