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South Africa’s transition from apartheid to democracy has become synonymous with the concept of reconciliation. Rooted in the acknowledgment of historical injustice, and in an effective transfer of political power, South Africa’s reconciliation process was powerfully symbolised by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Since the Commission, which provided a window on political crimes of the past, the country’s socio-economic reconstruction has continued to unfold, in ways both good and bad. This panel will aim to provide insight into the complex interplay between ideals, policies and practises related to reconciliation, during South Africa’s second decade of democracy.  Four short presentations will respectively focus on an overview of related findings from the South African Reconciliation Barometer and Transformation Audit over the past eight years, on efforts to ‘heal communities’ as a response to ongoing structural and social divides, on reconciliation efforts through the arts as a means to overcome cultural divides and lastly on a comparative analysis of South Africa’s national reconciliation process within the broader African context.

