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Over the past 20 years, I have actively worked towards changing the interaction between Aboriginal and Non-Aboriginal people.  I have worked in a voluntary capacity with the Coalition of Peoples and included indigenous issues in my roles at Curtin University.

Working at Curtin University facilitated change to occur.  I was part of a 2 person working group and much later a committee.  I believed that education was the key to change and in 1989 wrote 2 very lucrative scholarships to encourage Indigenous people to study at Curtin Business School.  Currently three positions are offered for Under-graduate students and two positions for Postgraduate students.  Student numbers have slowly grown and we now have an Alumni of students who are excited by their ability to change their status and actively mentor and support one another.   

My voluntary work led to crossing paths with Marlene Jackamarra, my dear friend and colleague and working with the Coalition of Peoples. I have held the positions of Treasurer and I am currently a member of the Executive of the Coalition.  

Projects that I have been involved in are the annual Survival Concert - a cultural festival/concert to promote the heritage of the Aboriginal people.  The Mogumber Project (formerly Moore River Native Settlement)  showcased in the movie Beyond the Rabbit Proof Fence, will culminate 4 years of work, consultation and negotiation with Government and community to restore the Mogumber settlement.   This restoration project will deliver employment, sense of pride and provide a platform to substantially build reconciliation.

