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Reparation is not seen or interpreted as an integral part of the transitional justice process in Liberia. Those who are offended most often times plead with the perpetrators or offenders for the possibility of being restored. Throughout its work the TRC of Liberia had difficulties in interpreting the issue of reparation as a justice issue thus reducing victims to the level of beggars pleading for restoration from alleged perpetrators and the government. This is evidenced by the TRC Amnesty Application Form in which the perpetrator is asked, “if he or she is willing to pay reparation to his or her victims”. The Liberia Peace Building Fund did not approve a proposal for capacity building on reparation issues, simply because “the more victims know the more they will demand reparation”. Victims and some alleged perpetrators, at the lowest ebb are not comfortable with the fabulous life that high profile perpetrators are living. Traditionally, fines are considered reparation that brings peace. Most environmental damages associated with corporate entities needs to be addressed. This work discovered why many Liberians, especially decision making are shunning this cardinal peace building tool. Community based opinion leaders were helpful in discussing formulating reparations policies. This work constructively engaged legal people in interpreting local and international laws relating to reparation and peace. Corporate entities throughout Liberia, including Firestone, where investigated as part of this project. This study is significant for the future peace of Liberia and instructive for African nations undergoing transitional justice.
