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The history of the United States is marked by a struggle for racial justice and a quest for reconciliation and healing.  Dramatic progress occurred during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950’s and early 1960’s.  Center-stage in that historic drama was the State of Alabama.  A leading role alongside Martin Luther King, Jr., went to a young African American activist named John Lewis.

Since election to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1986, John Lewis has been recognized as a special voice of conscience in U.S. politics.  At the heart of such recognition is his embodiment of the spirit and philosophy of non-violent resistance to injustice as the path toward social transformation.

Since 1998, Congressman Lewis has led regular pilgrimages primarily for members of the U.S. Congress to  sacred sites in Montgomery, Birmingham, and Selma, Alabama.  Over 100 Senators and Members of the House of Representatives have traveled to Alabama for a weekend immersion in the history of the Civil Rights Movement.  Their participation has deepened and at points transformed their awareness of the dynamics of racial healing in the U.S.  In 2007, both Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton traveled to Selma the weekend of the pilgrimage, and Sen. John McCain came at a later time.

Doug Tanner has helped design and carry out these pilgrimages.  Ross Olivier has observed their power as a participant.  This workshop will explore the nature of pilgrimage as an instrument of personal and social healing, and its symbolic potential as an instrument of political reconciliation.   

