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Against the background of totalitarian and human rights abuses, notions of reconciliation, history and memory have been invested with various meanings. One can learn more about the political morality of a community (and at the same time, about the morality of politics and history) by considering the various ways in which the past is remembered, displayed and accomplished in talk and text. This paper is concerned with the various ways in which reconciliation, history and memory are managed in the context of how post-communist democracies reckon with former regimes. It specifically centres on the public accomplishment of coming to terms with the past in the “Tismăneanu Report” condemning Communism in Romania. The paper examines how the Report displays and shapes the ideological contours of emerging social representations of history and national identity. By constituting itself exclusively as a scholarly, archive and expert-led account on the criminality of Communism, the Report runs the risk of downplaying reconciliation and its usefulness as a social practice. The Report can be seen as a relevant example where concerns with creating a true memory of the past may hinder attempts at reconciliation between perpetrators and victims. The true nature and meaning of reconciliation should not be simply considered as given, the forgone product of condemning Communism as criminal and the enemy of human rights. Considering reconciliation as something in need of constitution rather than simply relied on might lead to offering more substance and meaningfulness to moral, political and legal courses of action within a framework of transitional justice.  
