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Referring to the notion of ‘framing’ introduced by (among others) Jaworski (1993, 1998) in his analysis of literary narratives that topicalise individual experiences of state oppression, and referring to cold war Poland, this paper will investigate framing devices that were used in the production of narratives in a number of TRC hearings, 1996 – 1998.  

Frames are defined as part of the interpretive means by which participants understand or disambiguate various units of discourse. Framing devices that occur as part of the communicated message often also label and categorise the communicative process itself.
This paper will pay attention specifically to the role of commissioners who, in opening statements and in general comment, contextualized testimonies and contributed to how the TRC narratives would enter historical memory in South Africa.  Attention will go to the ways in which possibilities of gaining reconciliation were foregrounded while demands for truth that would facilitate calls for justice, were backgrounded. 

The paper will consider the value of such a transparent ‘trade-off’ between justice and reconciliation in comparison to other histories of dealing with national trauma (e.g. in Austria and South America). It appears often that the short term goal of constructing peace, has its price in the longer term.  The question finally will be how explicit framing devices that patently (re-)constructed histories, are read ten years later, and are likely to be recorded in historic memory. 
