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This presentation is divided into two parts and is based on my PhD research about the ubuntu philosophy and the South African TRC. In the first part of the presentation, I show that it is possible to identify two different versions of the ubuntu philosophy: an excluding and an including. Both versions of the ubuntu philosophy contain the idea that abantu (persons) are interconnected, which is expressed by the proverb “umntu ngumntu ngabantu” (a person is a person through other persons). But while the excluding version of the ubuntu philosophy excludes some individuals from the domain of abantu, the including version includes all individuals in this domain. In the second part of my presentation, I illuminate that the including version of the ubuntu philosophy has been playing a part in the TRC. I have conducted a number of interviews which I want to involve in my presentation. Among others, I have been interviewing members of the Khulumani Support Group, a member of the Zulu Royal House and former TRC commissioners and committee members.
