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Four South African literary narratives about the sensitive issue of land distribution are analysed within the framework of René Girard's theory on mimetic desire, violence and the sacred:

(a) Somer ("Summer" – 1935) by C M van den Heever deals with the precarious position of the Afrikaner farmer and the potentially disastrous consequences of the loss of the farm. (b) For the writer Jan Rabie the question of land is not so much an Afrikaner issue as an issue of white injustice, as is portrayed in his novel Ons die afgod ("We the idol" – 1958), where a "Coloured" man tries in vain to buy land in the district where he grew up. 
(c) History and fiction intermingle in Karel Schoeman's Die uur van die engel ("The hour of the angel" – 1995), which reveals how land in South Africa was wrongfully taken from the indigenous people. Desire for land, violence and the sacred are balanced in this narrative where an innocent mystic becomes the victim of a ruthless society. 
(d) The final narrative to be discussed is J M Coetzee's novel Disgrace (1999). Lucy's choices at the end of the novel highlight the contrast between a vicious cycle of conquest and conflict and possibilities of forgiveness and restitution.
