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The conflict in Israel-Palestine is one that many deem intractable. Yet there are those who steadfastly prepare the ground for a future beyond such apparent intractability. The Just Vision film, Encounter Points, showcases alternatives. Israeli Robbi Damelin, who lost a soldier son to sniper fire in the Occupied Territories, asks, “How I am supposed to respond? Seek revenge or work for a world where another family is spared my grief?” Similarly, Palestinian Ali Abu Awaad, who lost a brother to an Israeli bomb, promotes Ghandi-inspired non-violent resistance among young Palestinian men at a West Bank community centre. Both are members of the Bereaved Families Forum, a group of Palestinian and Israeli families who despite personal losses, miraculously choose dialogue and negotiated peace over revenge and escalation of polarized constructions of each other as the enemy. A companion site of cultural representation promoting Israeli-Palestinian intergroup reconciliation is Israeli poetry such as that of Rachel Tzvia Back in On Ruins and Return (2007). There-in she wrestles with what it means to be a Jew in a land she loves passionately which is secured by the occupation of another people. Adapting the ancient Hebrew tradition of maternal lament to the modernist tradition of anti-elegy, the speaker of her poems mourns the lost children of both sides in a manner that intersects with the work of the Bereaved Families Forum. Because polarizing and othering rhetoric continues to throw up moral checkpoints and countercheckpoints in the aftermath of the war in Gaza, it is essential that a creative-critical space remain open for complex wrestling with contradictions and nuanced possibilities of response. Rachel Back's poetry is one such site of possibility where “encounter points,” points of connection through shared grief, are explored as a location which may promote a negotiated movement toward reconciliation and peace.
