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In this paper we focus on the way that symbolic reparations are gendered. Furthermore, we consider how symbolic reparations can be used to challenge (or indeed reproduce) dominant femininities and masculinities that are produced in times of armed conflict and in its aftermath. There is a growing trend for truth commissions to incorporate gender into their reparations recommendations, but there is a long way to go to secure this in practice. We argue that to genuinely incorporate a gendered focus into symbolic reparations is complex. This is partly because men and women’s engagement in war, as well as their identities shaped in and about it, are varied and multifaceted whilst at the same time heavily circumscribed by the discourses that sustain war.  This requires us to go beyond a simple division of victims and perpetrators or a simple celebration of armed conflict as challenging patriarchal gendered relations. 
Much feminist writing has tried to re-write women into wartime representations. However, less of this scholarship has focused on the post-conflict period. Importantly reparations as mechanisms to remember victims and their suffering generally take place in the post-conflict phase.  This is also a context where the process of remembering can be highly selective and contested and the stakes for being remembered or (at times) forgotten are high. The role of symbolic reparations in this space cannot be underestimated because symbols themselves are key to the way gender is constructed.  Therefore, care needs to be taken to ensure that symbolic reparations measures do not reinforce existing patriarchal social relations and damaging gendered narratives.  However it also offers significant opportunities for representing and remembering war and conflict, and their gendered nature, differently.  
