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‘He was a father to the world, but he was not my father,’ said Maki Mandela on her father’s release from prison. There is evidence from political conflicts throughout the world, from Africa to the Americas, that the children of revolutionary activists have lost out on their relationship to a parent who has been absent through political involvement, imprisonment or death. Many feel resentment. But resentment is only one of a range of reactions – from a generalised sense of loss to something approaching hero worship. The purpose of this paper is to explore this range of emotions in the Irish context. On the basis of in-depth interviews with the adult sons and daughters of approximately ten republican and ten loyalist activists in the North of Ireland, the paper will explore the way in which the parent’s activism impacted on the child, what they thought of that when they were children and what they think now.
