Can we talk about “Beyond Reconciliation” in South Africa?
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The Truth and Reconciliation Commission was set up to enable South Africans “to come to terms with their past…and to advance the cause of reconciliation”. We may have forgiven, but have we reconciled? 
This paper will argue that the divisions within our society run deep. While a significant measure of justice has been attained, the splits in our psyches remain and play themselves out in how we relate to our fellow citizens.
The notion of superiority and inferiority along racial lines has resulted in the failure to see one another for who we really are. This ‘failure to see the other’ has been so probably from the beginning of our country’s history.  Old prejudices remain lodged within us and become apparent in various ways. This was evident in the manner in which events were perceived and reported on, as was the case during and after the xenophobic crisis that occurred in May 2008.
Infant research may help us to understand how the transmission of such a ‘failure to see the other’ could occur.  The concepts of ‘representational mapping’ as described by Fonagy  and Bowlby’s ‘ internal working models’ aid in understanding how our view of an ‘other’ can be shaped from very early on in life. These mental constructs remain deeply embedded in our psyches and are transmitted, unconsciously, from one generation to the next.
It is our task as individuals and as a society to become aware of our profound prejudices and to make conscious what is unconscious through being open in our thinking and in our interactions with one another so that new links and new connections can be formed.  It is only once this has been sufficiently attained that we may begin to talk of a time which is about reconciliation and beyond reconciliation.
