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The increasing importance of reparations as a component of post-conflict justice, reconstruction and recovery programs signifies a shift from reparations as a matter of interstate relations, to one of state-society relations.  In the wake of a growing number of transitions from conflict, reparations have largely become a domestic policy issue informed by international law and justice norms.  Reparations policy proposals arise in peace negotiations, transitional justice processes and international institutions, spanning a wide array of possible actions, yet they remain contentious and often unimplemented.  How can we understand outcomes and variation in reparations decisions and policies?  Are these outcomes optimal, sub-optimal and/or equitable with respect to the parties involved and policy objectives?  What are the implications of these outcomes for post-conflict reconstruction, recovery and justice?  To answer these questions, I apply a multi-level strategic bargaining theory approach to the problem of explaining variation in reparations policy outcomes in post-conflict justice scenarios.  The negotiation scenarios developed and compared include:  Domestic bargaining between governments and civil society; Multilateral bargaining among national governments and international organizations; and, Multi-tiered negotiations, wherein national governments are simultaneously in negotiations with domestic and international constituencies.  The paper examines the implications of these negotiation structures for reparations policy with reference to specific cases.  By theorizing reparations policies as the product of interdependent decision-making, I argue that negotiators can develop strategies that expand the set of feasible agreements; coordinate expectations; and, overcome barriers to agreement, potentially increasing the equity and efficiency of outcomes for victims of human rights violations.

