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The paper takes up an observation by Victoria Barnett, in her book "Bystanders", that there is something surprising about the fact that persons commonly referred to as bystanders – people who are, for the most part, lacking in criminal responsibility for harm done –, have become the focus of arguments about responsibility and blame for large-scale injustices. Starting with the reactions of bystanders when reflecting upon their role in past injustices, my paper explores the moral connection that bystanders can reasonably be said to have to harm committed in their presence and/or in their name. It addresses the nature and quality of responsibility that may arise on this basis, and also asks the question to what extent our understanding of the moral relationship in which the contemporaries of injustices stand in relation to these injustices, can guide us towards responsibilities of subsequent generations in relation to these events.
